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Key issues and outcomes for the first session of 

Intergovernmental Board on Climate Services (IBCS-1)   
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Key decisions of IBCS-1 



Original proposed Governance Structure 

World Meteorological Congress 
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Draft Resolution 3.2/1 (IBCS-I) 

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE OF  

THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL BOARD ON CLIMATE SERVICES 

• Recognizing the need for the active participation of 
members in a Management Committee to carry out 
the decisions of the Board in the intersessional period, 

• Decides to establish IBCS Management Committee;  

• Membership 

– The membership of the Committee is limited to 28 principal 
members of the IBCS designated by the WMO Members 
decided at each regular sessions of the IBCS. 

– Elected a Chair (Dr Anton Eliassen, Norway) 

– Two Vice-Chairs: Dr Linda Makuleni (South Africa) and 
Dr Laxman Singh Rathore, India) 



Resolution 4.1.2/1 (IBCS-1) 

on inititial Priority Areas  
• Decides: 

– To adopt the activities contained in the Exemplars as 
essential for building the User Interface Platform of the 
GFCS for the four initial priority areas (Agriculture, Water, 
Health and Disaster Risk Reduction) and for any future 
priorities of the GFCS; 

• Invites: 
– The FAO and the World Food Programme, the WHO, the 

International Strategy for Disaster Reduction, the UNESCO, 
and UN-Water, with the involvement of relevant 
stakeholders in the implementation of the activities; 

– All stakeholders that have a role to play in the initial four 
priority areas of the GFCS, including United Nations system 
entities, relevant national, regional and international 
organizations and entities, to be actively involved in the 
implementation of the activities contained in the Exemplars; 



 



Draft Resolution 4.2.2/1 (IBCS-1) 

ESTABLISHMENT OF A STAKEHOLDER 

ENGAGEMENT MECHANISM 

• Decides to establish the Partner Advisory 

Committee as the stakeholder engagement 

mechanism;  

• Membership 

– The Partner Advisory Committee is open to UN 

organizations, non-UN intergovernmental 

organizations, international organizations, 

international development partners, international 

non-governmental organizations as recognized by 

the UN and WMO  



Draft Resolution 4.2.1/1 (IBCS-1) 

ESTABLISHMENT AND TERMS OF REFERENCE OF THE 

SUBSIDIARY BODIES OF THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL BOARD ON 

CLIMATE SERVICES 

 

• Decides to establish the Technical Advisory 

Committee with the Terms of Reference as set 

out in the Annex to this resolution;  

• Invites the partner organizations to participate 

in this Technical Advisory Committee and to 

the implementation of GFCS-agreed activities, 

projects and programmes as appropriate; 



Key Issues for CGMS 

• Meet the observing and monitoring needs of 

GFCS priority areas with the development of 

the Space Architecture for Climate Monitoring 

• Support free and open exchange of climate-relevant 

space observational data and Products 

• Future engagement of the GFCS Process, i.e. 

engage PAC and TAC (both at CGMS  

organizational level, and CGMS members at 

national levels)   
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Global Framework for Climate Services 

(GFCS) Office 

 
For more information on GFCS, kindly contact: 

Global Framework for Climate Services (GFCS) Office 

World Meteorological Organization  

Tel: 41.22.730.8579 

Fax: 41.22.730.8037 

Email: gfcs@wmo.int   
http://www.wmo.int/gfcs 



WMO OMM 

Backup slides for Q&A 
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Background and preparations to IBCS-1(cont) 
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Sixteenth WM Congress Resolution 19 (Cg-XVI, 2011) 

DEVELOPMENT OF AN ARCHITECTURE FOR 

CLIMATE MONITORING FROM SPACE 

• Considering:  

– The increasingly important role that space-based 
observations are playing in the long-term monitoring 
of the Earth’s environment,. 

– The underpinning role that observations will play in 
the Global Framework for Climate Services (GFCS), 

– The importance of integration of ground-based and 
space-based observations in the successful 
implementation of the WMO Integrated Global 
Observing System (WIGOS), 

• Decides that an architecture should be developed to 
provide a framework for the sustained and coordinated 
monitoring of the Earth’s climate from space; 
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Structure of Global Framework for Climate Services (GFCS) 

Space and surface 

Architecture 
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World Climate Conference-3 
A historic event (08.31 – 09.04, 2009, Geneva) 
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The Global Framework for Climate Services 

(GFCS)—A New Partnership Process 

 



 GFCS Implementation Plan 

Chapter 1: Introduction                             Annex 1: UIP 

Chapter 2: Benefits from GFCS                Annex 2: CSIS 

Chapter 3: Issues to be addressed           Annex 3: Obs & Mon 

                  in implementation                    Annex 4: Res & Mod 

Chapter 4: Implementation priorities         Annex 5: Cap Dev 

Chapter 5: Enabling mechanism         GFCS Initial priorities 

Chapter 6: Resources mobilization           Exempl.: Water 

Chapter 7: Conclusions and                      Exempl.: Dis.Risk Red.   

                  recommendations                    Exempl.: Health 

                                                                   Exempl.: Agric./Food 

                                                                                  Security   
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GFCS Observations and Monitoring component clearly 

reference to the space architecture development 



The key challenges have been identified by GFCS 

• Accessibility: many countries do not have climate services at all, and all 

countries have scope to improve access to such services. 

• Capacity: many countries lack the capacity to anticipate and manage climate 

related risks and opportunities. 

• Data: the current availability and quality of climate 

observations and impacts data are inadequate for large parts 

of the globe. 

• Partnership: interactions between climate service users and 

providers are not always well developed, and user 

requirements are not always adequately understood and 

addressed. 

• Quality: operational climate services are lagging advances in climate and 

applications sciences. 



Key relevance to CGMS 



GFCS Observations & Monitoring Pillar-1 

• The GFCS will benefit from existing surface-

based and satellite-based observing systems 

that already provide a wealth of data 

• The satellite data have contributed very 

significantly to climate datasets and are the only 

way to provide global coverage 

• The Architecture for Climate Monitoring 

from Space has been identified as a key 

component of GFCS 



GFCS Observations & Monitoring Pillar-2 

• Address important gaps in climate observations 

• Address transforming research-based 

observations into operations, promotes the 

integration of remotely-sensed and in situ 

observations 

• Promote free and open exchange of climate-

relevant observational data while respecting 

property rights and national and international 

policies. 


