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Concept of the Global Climate Observing System



                                                                                                                                                                                                           

20 years engagement in space-based 
observations for climate
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Report of the GCOS Space-based 

Observation Task Group, GCOS-7, 1994

GCOS Space Plan



                                                                                                                                                                                                           

GCOS requirements for satellite-based 
data products for climate



                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Responses to GCOS



                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Responses to GCOS
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Multi-lateral cooperation….and non-logo 
effort

ECV Inventory



                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Assessment Cycle

GCOS Implementation Plan, 2004 and 2010
Supplement on Satellite Data Products, 2006 and 2011

1998 1st Adequacy Report, 2003 2nd Adequacy Report
2009, reviewing the years 2004 – 2008

Future plans: 
Assessment Report (Adequacy&Progress), 2015

New evolving initiatives:
Global Framework for Climate Services
Architecture for Climate Monitoring from Space
ESA Climate Change
GEOSS
Framework for Ocean Observing
“Framework for terrestrial observations”

Future plans: 
New Implementation Plan, 2016



                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Future requirements

Review of data needs for adaptation and service provision (2013-2014)•
Workshop on observations for adaptation, 25-27 February 2013–
linking with GFCS activities –

Assessment of progress and adequacy (2014-2015)•
building on identification of needs for adaptation and other services–
informed by identification of uncertainties by the IPCC Fifth Assessment process–

New Implementation Plan (2015-2016)•



                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Recommendations

Recommendation: CGMS response to GCOS

                   or

“Single voice” response of the Earth Observing Satellite Community to GCOS

ECV Inventory, supported through the Architecture for •
Climate Monitoring from Space 

Access to climate data records produced by CGMS •
members

Long-term preservation of data•
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