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STATEMENTS IN OPENING CEREMONY 

Dr ZHENG Guoguang, Administrator, CMA 

Distinguished Mr. Alain Ratier, Head of CGMS Secretariat, 

Distinguished representatives, 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

First of all, I would like to welcome you to participate in the forty-second plenary session of CGMS in 

Guangzhou. This is the third CGMS plenary hosted by China, following the 1993 21st session in 

Beijing and the 2006 34th session in Shanghai. 

It is a known fact that satellite observation has become the largest data source for numerical 

weather prediction. The combination of accurate and timely satellite observations and forecast 

modelling maximizes the possibility of providing accurate weather forecasts to the public. Satellite 

observation, in particular, makes an indispensable atmospheric and environmental data source for 

the areas lacking of surface observation. 

CGMS is a major international organization coordinating Earth observation activities around the 

world. It facilitates international cooperation and coordination among members of the organization 

in a positive and pragmatic manner. CGMS attaches great importance to the continuity of satellite 

observation, coordinating different satellite systems, and allowing users to have a sustained and 

reliable access to satellite data. As a coordinating mechanism, CGMS has played a unique role in the 

use of frequency, standardized data and products distribution, emergency response planning among 

others. 

Thanks to the booming development of satellite applications, CGMS’ activities have reached non-

conventional areas, such as climate and space weather. In addition, it supports the use of various 

techniques, including virtual laboratories, to sponsor user training events, in an attempt to enhance 

users’ knowledge and understanding of new products. We think highly of the work done by CGMS, 

and appreciate the important role played by CGMS in coordinating national satellite planning, 

optimizing the global meteorological satellite observing system, in improving meteorological 

services, and in disaster prevention and preparedness. 

As head of a meteorological service that takes care of the world's most populous country, I would 

like to share with you that the Chinese government attaches great importance to the drive of 

meteorological modernization, and has invested huge resources in establishing China’s own satellite 

observing and application systems. CMA became a member of CGMS in 1989. Right from the 

beginning of planning a satellite observing system, China has been a part of the international 

coordination framework. In the past 40 years, CMA has become increasingly involved in CGMS 

activities and in international meteorological activities as well. China has developed two series 

satellite observing platforms consisting of geostationary and polar-orbiting satellites. China provides, 

through satellite broadcasting, satellite data, products and meteorological services directly to the 

users in 22 countries and regions, and became an important part of GEONETCast and WMO 
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Information System. To optimize the polar-orbiting satellite constellation and improve global 

numerical weather prediction, CMA works hard to make early morning orbit part of the operation of 

FY polar-orbiting satellites, urging the Chinese government to ratify the revised meteorological 

satellite development planning.  

CMA has been greatly benefited from satellite observing system, and expects more from it. In 

response to global climate change and the increased occurrences of extreme weather, climate 

events and atmospheric pollution, I, being one of the user group representatives, appeal for further 

enhanced cooperation between satellite operators and meteorological agencies, making concrete 

efforts to improve meteorological satellite data and products, and to provide more and better 

services to different users around the world. 

I am pleased to see that at this meeting, CMA will report the role played by Chinese meteorological 

satellites in emergency response. Hopefully, the discussions made at this meeting will draw more 

attention to the regional cooperation in emergency response. We should, through a proper 

demonstration mechanism, establish sound intercommunications between satellite users and 

service providers, dealing with unexpected regional weather disasters using our joint efforts. 

 

Distinguished Mr. Alain Ratier,  

Ladies and gentlemen, 

I believe with your hard work, this CGMS plenary will produce fruitful results from the upcoming 

discussions. I would also like to thank the staffs making this meeting a successful event.  

In concluding, I wish a complete success of CGMS-42 plenary! Wish you a pleasant stay in 

Guangzhou! 

Thank you. 
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Dr TIAN Yulong, Secretary-General, CNSA 

Distinguished Mr. Alain Ratier, Administrator Dr. Zheng, ladies and gentlemen, 

Good Morning! 

It is a great honor for CNSA and CMA to help holding CGMS-42. On behalf of CNSA and 

Administrator, Mr. Xu Dazhe, I would like to congratulate CGMS-42 has been going well! 

CGMS plays a key role in the construction of global observing system, the optimization of space 

segment, and the standardization of global observing system and data services. Contributions from 

CGMS and WMO in coordination of space resource, data receiving and sharing, especially analysis of 

space-based gap are incredibly important, and instructive for all members, in organizing the satellite 

projects and constructing the space system. CGMS has been an invaluable communication platform 

for members. 

Both CNSA and CMA are committing to construct of FY series satellites, which guarantee the stable 

transit satellites from R&D satellite to operational satellite and global serving capability of FY-2 and 

FY-3, and propel the development of FY-4 new satellite. CNSA now is organizing the China New 

generation Earth Observing System-CHEOS which is one of the major national science and 

technology projects. The objective of CHEOS is the observation and scientific exploration of land, 

ocean, atmosphere, and their interaction. Nowadays, the new system has achieved preliminary 

results from GF-1. CNSA is attempting to promote the operational service of CHEOS and offer the 

international serving capability. 

In the future, CNSA with CMA together will keep closely cooperating with CGMS and WMO to 

optimize the space-based system, push forward the satellites technology and its professional 

services, and boost the capability of global observing system together. 

At last, I wish this meeting a complete success, and everyone enjoy your stay in Guangzhou! 

Thank you very much for your attention! 
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